1858]                THE  QUEEN'S  PROCLAMATION
formal responsibility for the government of the great Empire which
had been gradually built up by the representatives of a commercial
Company. Accordingly, a Bill, framed on a series of resolutions
adopted by the House of Commons, was passed by both Houses and
received the Royal assent on August 2nd, 1858. Under this Act the
powers and territories of the East India Company were transferred
to the Queen, and the actual administration of India was committed
to a Secretary of State, assisted by the Council of India, This
Council (to be carefully distinguished from that of the Viceroy} is no
phantom board. It has consisted from the first of fifteen members,
appointed by the Secretary of State. Nine of them must have
recently served and resided for ten years in India, and all are paid.
The Board meets weekly, and controls, in a large measure, the action
of the Secretary of State.1
The transference of authority effected by this Act was formally The
announced to the peoples of India on November 1st, 1858.
terms of the proclamation were carefully revised by the Queen, who,
from first to last, had taken the closest and keenest interest m the
progress of events m India. With the original draft of Lord Stanley,
who as President of the Board of Control became the first Secretary
of State, she was far from satisfied. She wrote, therefore, to Lord
Derby asking him to " write it himself in his excellent language,
bearing in mind that it is a female Sovereign who speaks to more
than one hundred million of Eastern people on assuming the direct
government over them after a bloody civil war, giving them pledges
which her future reign is to redeem, and explaining the principles
of her government. Such a document should breathe feelings of
generosity, benevolence, and religious feeling, pointing out the
privileges which the Indians will receive in being placed on an
equality with the subjects of the British Crown, and the prosperity
following m the tram of civilization."2
The Queen's wishes were respected, and with admirable results.
More particularly were her personal views revealed in the passage
with reference to religion : ** Firmly relying,'* said her Majesty, ** on
the truth of Christianity, and acknowledging with gratitude the
solace of religion, we disclaim alike the right and the desire to impose
our convictions on any of our subjects. It is our Royal will and
pleasure that no one shall m any wise suffer foi his opinions, or be
disquieted by reason of his religious faith or observance. We will
show to all alike the equal and impartial protection of the law, and
we do strictly charge and enjoin those who may be in authority
under us that they abstain from all interference with the religious
belief or worship of any of our subjects under pain of our highest
1 Of the fitteen members seven were in the first instance appointed by the
Directors of tbe Company.
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